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BAPTISTS 
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met  at  50*/%  ror  Christian  education,  30%  for 
Southern  Baptist  missions,  and  20%  for  new 
churdi  starts  in  Mississippi. 

The  proposed  budget  will  be  submitted  to 
messen^rs  to  the  2006  Mississippi  Baptist 
Conirention  on  October  31-November  1  at  First 
Churdv  Jackson.  Messengers  are  selected  from 
cooperating  member  churches  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Com^tion. 

In  other  business.  Larr)’  Otis  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Mmistries  Shidy  Committee,  pre¬ 
sented  a  preliminary  report  on  the  work  of  the 


FEMA  SURGE  LEVEL  —  An  architectural  rendering  illustrates  the 
point  on  the  GuKshoie  Assembly  main  building  where  the  proposed 
FEMA  storm  surge  level  of  24  fe^  would  he  drawn,  rerrdenr^  unus¬ 
able  the  first  ara  second  floors  of  Mississippi  Baptists'  beadiside 
building  complex  located  Just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Christian. 
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Not  to  be  taken  seriously 

dwlogical  Kentucky  Unhrenity,  but  an  actor^ouain 
t  ao  much'  ^  him  a  bit  part  in  a  movie  and  he  spent 
ibliim  of  me  next  year  sleeping  in  a  friend's  closet 
of  whom  before  he  landed  anomer  role. 


•it  /There  must  be  some  psychological  Kentucky  University;  but  an  actor^ousin 

^  reason  why  Americans  put  a - “  -  - - -  ^ - - - 

faith  in  the  mindless  rambi 
Hollywood  celebrities,  nnany 
come  from  backgrounds  much  less  So,  what's  so  uni^e  irr  Clooney's 
sophisticated  dian  our  own  and  possess*  -bad^rouiKl  that  ({ualines  him  to  make 
ing  considerably  less  education.  some  of  the  most  offertsive  political  p^ 

let  we  absoro  every  word  that  flows  nouncements  to  come  out  of  entertain- 
from  ^  moud\  of  lortgtime  vulgarian  ment  busiiwss  in  years? 


the  aging  pop  star 
to  spire  up  her  next 
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Madrmna,  the 
who  plans 
tour  Dy  placing  herself  mock¬ 
ingly  on  a  cross.  One  wouldn't 
Imow  from  her  fans'  adulation 
that  she  had  an  uiuerruurkable 
Midwestern  upbrinsdng  and 
dropped  out  re  die  University 
of  Michigan  after  two  years. 

That  sounds  like  a  lot  of 
other  average  Americans,  so 
why  are  her  intellectually- 
vapid  political  and  social  state¬ 
ments  given  so  much  weight? 

Television  and  movie  neart- 
throb  George  Qooney  was  bom 
in  Lexington,  Ky.,  the  son  of  a 


friend  Ancelina  Jolie,  an  actress  and 
mother  of  his  infant  daughter: 

Angie  end  I  will  consider  tying  the  knot 
when  everyone  else  in  the  country  who 
wants  to  he  married  is  legally  able. 

_ _  ^  What?  In  anodier  breathtaking  exam- 

som^of  the  most  offensive  political  pro-  pie  of  the  elitism  and  narcissism  (not  to 

mention  inunorality)  that  seems  to 
inevitably  consume  average  folks  like 


Natalte  Maines,  the  outspoken  lead 


college.  However;  she  had  a  wefi-known 
country  music  guitarist  for  a  father  who 
openeo  doors  for  her  in  die  business. 

Why  ^ould  we  care  if  she  tells  a 
Ldndon  concert  audience  that  she  is 
ashamed  of  fellow  Texan,  U.S.  President 
George  W.  Bush? 

Now  comes  Brad  Pitt  who  grew  up 
the  son  of  a  truckini 


Madonna,  Clooney,  Maines,  and  Pitt 
uprei  adiieving  stiraom,  he  apparently 
believes  he  can  blackrnail  the  entire 
country  into  approving  homosexual 
marriage  by  wi^olding  his  own  mar¬ 
riage  to  ^  woman  by  whom  he  has 
already  sired  a  child. 

Does  he  really  think  he  can  hold  us  all 
on  sudi  an  important  issue,  simply 
ting  to  do  the  right  thing  himself? 
didne  get  the  idea  that  we  would  be 
awed  by  sudi  gmius?  Have  we  convinced 
le  like  him  that  we  are  so  spellbound 


m 

dro 


!  son  of  a  trucking  company  manager  people  luce  mm  mat  we  are  so  speiitXHunci 
Springfield,  Mo.  He  too  is  a  college  hy  his  fame  that  we  would  jump  to  approve 


with 


pout 

background. 


a  modest  middle-class 
so  what  granted  him 
^  ^  licenre  to  be  taken  seriously  when  he 

joumeyrnan  ielei^rei  newsman,  recently  said  diis  in  an  Esquire  Magazine 
Clooney  didn't  firush  Western  interview  about  himself  and  his  girl- 


homosexual  nuuriage  on  his  terms? 

Unbelievable  —  but  then  again,  per¬ 
haps  not.  This  is  America,  after  all.  the 
Land  of  the  Free,  the  Home  of  the  Brave, 
and  the  Place  of  Worthless  Adulation. 
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Board  sends  record  budget  (Cont'd  from  page  i) 


office  space,  class  rooms,  etc*  he  said.  (See  Mississippi  Baptists  need  and  will  use  a 
diagram  at  bottom  left  pg.  1)  conference  facility  to  eouip  and  train 

Otis  stressed  that  the  rune-member  laypeople  to  serve  the  Loro,*  he  said, 
committee  is  still  collecting  information  For  more  information  on  ffie  commit- 
and  is  not  prepared  at  present  to  offer  tee  and  to  submit  input  for  the  commit- 
any  predictions  on  how  die  committee's  tee's  consideration,  visit  www.mbcb.org 
final  report  will  turn  out.  and  click  on  the  Conference  Ministries 

"It  has  been  affirmed  to  die  Conference  Study  Comnuttee  icon  on  the  right  side 
Ministries  Study  Committee  ffiat  of  the  page. 


down  and  rebuilt,  just  to  qualify  for  flood 
insurance,"  he  said. 

That's  not  aU,  Qtis  pointed  out 

"The  proposed  FEh^  guidelines,  whidi 
set  'storm  surge  levds'  at  24  feet  above 
mean  sea  levd  at  Gulfshore's  location, 
would  render  the  first  and  second  floors  of 
the  Gulfidioie  main  building  unusable  for 
any  endosed  purpose  such  as  guest  rooms. 


Conventirei  Board's  Director  of 
Men's  Ministries  and  coordina¬ 
tor  of  Mississippi  Baptist  disas¬ 
ter  relief  efforts. 

On  reflection  after  our  conver¬ 
sation,  I  realized  diis  man  was  a 
living  illustration  for  die  sermon 
vta  1^  just'heard.  He  was  not 
content  to  attend  churdi  and 
study  Scripture.  He  was  search¬ 
ing  tor  a  way  to  put  love  into 
ac&n.  He  was  determined  that 
his  faith  find  expression  in  his 
love  for  the  saints  in  Mississippi 
and  that  his  workday  slulls 
reflect  his  fiddifulness  to  Christ 
He  joins  almost  KXUKX)  odier 
volunteers  who  have  lovin^y 

S'ven  dme  and  energy  to  rdi^ 
c_  suffering  re  fellow 
kAssias^ppiatis  over  the  last  year. 

Whenever  we  have  opportu¬ 
nity  to  put  faidi  into  action 
thrcMighgivinganofferingorvol- 
uriteamg  in  rriiriistty,  we  exercise 
our  love  for  all  the  saints.  By 
oombining  our  faith  and  gifts  we 
make  a  missional  Impact 
statewide.  The  two-million-dol- 
lar  goal  for  Margaret  Lackey  diis 
year  encourages  and  chaDerwes 


A  n  old  stewardship 
premise  states,  "God 
JL  JLdoesn't  need  our  gifts  as 
much  as  we  need  to  practice 
giving."  Every  September; 
Misswsippi  Baptists  nave  an 
oppreturuty  to  rediscover  the 
tram  of  dud  statement  during 
the  Margaret  Lackey  Offering 
for  State  Missions. 

I  was  reminded  of  its  truth 
on  a  recent  trip  to  Kansas.  My 
daughter  and  son-in-law  are 


pital  Rwaid  AtMwry  Comminee: 

Mack  Amii,  McComb 
Unm  Baailty,  Cfystal  Springi 
Al  Giaan  |r..  Bay  S(.  Loub 
Rick  Heraion,  Brandon 
Bavarly  Pyion.  Naicbez 
Billy  WMUni.  MKkson 
Daita  RkhardMn,  secretary 


Guest  Opinion: 


Giving  proves 


^  David  MkM 
Associate  Executive  Director 
for  Mission  Strategy 


liv^jhere  while  he  works  on  | 

a  Ph.D  at  die  University  in 
Lawrence.  During  the  visit  we 

attended  church  and  the  pastor  Mark  2.  It  is  die  faith  and  love  Jesus.  He  agreed  and  we  com- 
pieached  from  Cerfossians  1:4>  demonstrated  by  die  four  miserated  over  the  poverty  of  a 
where  the  Apostle  Paul  com-  friends  diat  result  in  die  crip-  privatized  piety, 
mends  the  bdievers  for  their  pie's  healing.  If  one  had  Standing  outside  under  the 
fidth  in  Christ  and  dieir  love  for  dropped  his  corner  of  die  portico,  I  met  a  man  who  owns 
all  the  saints.  bedroU,  the  man  may  not  have  a  demolition  business.  He  has  a 

The  sermon's  diesis  was  that  been  saved.  We  are  dependtyit  fishing  buddy  who  lives  in 
faith  and  love  go  hand  in  hand,  on  one  another  for  i^ioleness  Grenada,  uid  so  we  developed 
One  cannot  have  foith  in  Christ  and  spiritual  welfare.  instant  Mississippi  rapport.' 

without  loving  his  fellow  On  die  way  out  die  door  I  The  conversation  turned  to 
believers,  and  the  vitality  of  our  exchanged  greetings  with  the  Katrina  and  die  ongoing  recov- 
faidi  is  strengthened  vy  how  pastor  and  made  sure  he  knew  ery.  He  was  looking  for  a  way 
deeply  we  love  one  another,  who  my  children  were.  Then  to  connect  his  buwiess  exper- 
Thcieldre,  faith  cannot  be  an  we  compared  preaching  notes,  tise  and  his  concern  for  people 
individual  exercise  as  much  as  1  suggested  that  even  thou^  displaced  by  the  storm.  1  imme- 
it  must  be  a  corporate  enter-  his  sermon  topic  was  Biblically  diately  gave  him  the  telephone 
prise.  pRi^  aprel  from  its  accurate,  it  was  not  an  ea^  numbre  of  Jim  CKdlake,  who 
ptfctioe  in  me  body  of  Christ,  understood  concept  -  espedai-  happens  to  be  Margaret 
ultimately  Withers  away.  ly  in  die  context  of  Arrierican  Ladley's  best  friend  and  duects 

His  prunary  illustration  was  individualism  and  die  Baptist  the  Katrina  rebuilding  effort  as 
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Miss,  church  conflict  detailed  in  Wall  Street  Journal 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  A  front¬ 
page  Wall  Street  Journal  story 
on  September  5  focusing  on 
California  Baptist'  pastor  lick 
Warren  ana  featuring  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  congrega¬ 
tion  asserts  that  upheaval  has 
occurred  in  various  churches 
that  have  embraced  his 
"Purpose-Driven*  emphasis. 

"Congregations  nanoHWide 
have  split  or  expelled  mem¬ 
bers  wno  fought  the  changes, 
roiling  working-class  Baptist 
congregations  and  affluent 
nondenominational  church¬ 
es,"  Wall  Street  Journal 
reporter  Suzanne  Mtaline 
wrote  in  the  front-page  story. 

luka  Church,  Iiuta,  is  citra 
in  the  article  as  a  church  that 
lost  about  40  members  after  a 
150-41  vote  to  expel  a  deacon 
who  had  been  critical  of  the 
church's  apparent  move 
toward  a  PuriKMe-Driven-like 
style.  The  article  goes  on  to 
detail  the  wrendiing  process 
that  steered  the  church 
toward  Warren's  model  under 
the  leadership  of  former 
Pastor  Jim  Holcomb. 

The  2,200'Word  story  cites 
three  other  congregations 
where  upheaval  occurred 
from  a  move  toward  the  prin¬ 
ciples  espoused  by  Warren, 
pastor  of  Saddleback  Church 
in  Lake  Forest,  Calif.,  and 
author  of  the  bMt-seller,  The 
Punpose-Driven  Life. 

Tne  story,  however,  does 
not  relay  any  estimates  of  the 
extent  of  problems  nation¬ 
wide  stemming  from  Warren's 
Puzpose-Driven  methods. 


The  sole  quote  from  Warren, 

.  graduate  of  Southwestern 
'  *minary  in  Ft.  Worth,  whose 
'  lurdi  draws'  '20,000  people 
( och  weekend,  is  relayed  mid¬ 
way  in  the  story; 

"Mr.  Warren  acknowledges 
that  splits  occur  in  congrega¬ 
tions  that  adopt  his  ideas,"  uve 
paper  recounts,  "though  he 
says  he  opposes  efforts  to 
expel  chunn  members.  "Hiere 
is  no  growth  without  change 
and  there  is  no  change  with-' 
out  loss  and  there  is  no  loss 
without  pain,'  he  says. 
'Probably  i0%  of  all  churches 
are  in  conflict  at  any  given 

Soint,  regardless  of  what 
ley’re  doing.'  That,  he  con¬ 
tends,  'is  not  just  symptomatic 
of  changing  to  purpose-dri¬ 
ven.  It  would  be  symptomatic 
in  changing  to  anydung.'" 

Apart  from  recappmg  the 
experiences  of  several  indi- 
viauals  in  the  four  congrega¬ 
tions,  the  story  quotes  one 
critic.  Bob  DeWaay,  senior 

gastor  of  the  nondenomina- 
onal  Twin  City  Fellowship 
in  Minneapolis  and  author  of 
Redefining  Christianity: 
Understanding  the  Purpose 
Driven  Life  Movement,  a 
paperback  published  by  21st 
Century  Press,  a  self- 
described  "subsidy  press" 
based  in  Springfield,  Mo. 

The  article  describes 
DeWaay  as  concerned  that 
Warren  is  "gutting" 
Christianity.  'The  Bibles  theme 
is  about  re^mption  and  atone¬ 
ment,  not  finding  meaning  and 
solving  problems,"  DeWaay  is 
quoted  as  saying. 


faithful  join  Web 


VVASHINGTON  (ABP)  ^  A  group  of  Christians  iidio  vote 
Dcniocratic  have  laundied  an  fitemet  forum  aimed  at  mak¬ 
ing  relWous  voCm  question  whether  the  GOP  is  really  die 
.  morS' wth^fitendly  political  party>  as  polls  show  many 
believe  --r  grid  diqy'ic  doing  n  iu^  in  time  for  die  2006 
niidterm'  congressional  elections.  The  site, 
www.FaithfulDein0crats.com,  was  officially  christened  on 
,  September  5.  According  to  Adam  SegaL  a  spokmman  for  die 
^organization  running  me  site,  Faidmil  Democrats  is  not  an 
official  part  of  die  Democradc  Party  apparatus.  Its  co-chair- 
are  Roy  Herron,  an  attorney  and  United  Methodist 
•minister  udio  serves  as  die  Democratic  floor  leader  in  die 
HuinoMee  Senate,  and  Romal  Time,  a  Maryland  Baptist  min¬ 
ister  and  pifolfo-policy  consultant  In  die  ivebsite's  lead  ard- 
^de  die  day  of  its  laundv  Herron  explained  dieir  reasons  for 
the  undciiakii^  "1  am  tired  of  politicians^  partisans,  and 
paeachets  spdung.  God  'G-O-P/  he  wrote.  But  nnake  no 
..mistake  -T-.rugaraiess  of  how  wrong  they  are  or  how  false 
doctrW  they  have  been  frighteningly  edeedve. 
.;Nqw  many  Amerioaas  diink  Jesus  never  rode  a  oonk^  and 
to^,  rides  only  an^ephant.  Proving  dwt  may  be  an  uphill 
.batde.  In  the  comments  section  following  Herron's  article^ 
an  anonymoiu  poster  wrote,  "I  appreciate  your  sincerity. 
Perhaps  you  coffid  share  your  conversion  experience  and 
exfdam  how  your  rdadonship  widi  Christ  scares  with  var- 


The  article  states  that 
Warren  "encourages  ministers 
to  banish  churen  traditions 
such  as  hymns,  choirs  and 
pews."  Purpose-Driven  wor¬ 
ship,  according  to  the  'urttcle, 
entails  contemporary 

Chrisdan  songs  led  by  "praise 
team"  singers  and  rock  musi¬ 
cians.  Warren's  sermons, 
meanwhile,  "rarely  linger  on 
self-denial  and  fighdng  sin, 
instead  focusing  on  healing 
modern  American  angst,  such 
as  troubled  marriages  and 
stress,"  the  ardcle  states. 

Warren's  "Internet  market¬ 
ing  savvy,"  the  ardcle  states, 
has  connected  with  "tens  of 
thousands"  of  pastors,  many 
of  whom  have  started  new 
churches  or  sought  to  revital¬ 
ize  existent  churches  via  a 
Purpose-Driven  emphasis. 

Tne  ardcle  states  that  sup- 

B>rters  of  Warren's  Purpose- 
riven  approach  "credit  it 
with  energizing  congrega¬ 
tions,  doubling  the  size  of 
some  churches  and  boosdng 
the  number  of  'm^achurche^ 
of  more  than  2,000  members. 
By  Warren's  count,  according 
to  the  ardcle.  Saddleback  min¬ 
istries  have  trained  400,000 
pastors  globally.  "He  reaches 
many  more  through  sales  of 
his  sermons,  books  and 
lessons  on  the  Web,"  the  ard¬ 
cle  states.  "Mr.  Warren  says  he 
donates  90%  of  his  money  to 
fund  philanthropy  and  over¬ 
seas  training." 

In  addidon  to  luka  Church, 
the  three  congregadons  cited 
in  the  article  as  having  under¬ 
gone  Purpose-Driven-related 
turmoil  are: 

•  Valley  View  Christian 
Church  in  Dallas,  which  has 
lost  200  members  to  a  new 
church  spawned  by  opposi¬ 
tion  to  Vallw  View's  move  to 
a  Puipose-Driven  emphasis. 
The  church's  senior  minister 
is  Barry^  McCarty,  longtime 
chi^  parliamentarian  at  the 


Southern  Baptist 

Convention's  annual  meet- 
*1ngs  .who  has  stirred  ques¬ 
tions  over  the  years  about  not 
being  Southern  Baptist. 

Among  those  moving  to  the 
new  churdi,  according  to  die 
Wall  Street  Journal  article,  is 
Harriet  Miers,  whom  President 
Bush  unsuccessfully  sought  to 
nominate  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  earlier  this  year. 

McCarty  told  Baptist  Press, 
"Our  diuiw  used  die  fiv^ur- 
poses  from  the  Purpose-Cmve 
Life  (worship,  fellowship,  dis- 
ciple^p,  mmistry,  and  evan- 
g^ism)  as  die  outline  for  our 
strategic  plan  because  they  are 
the  purfNoaes  for  the  diurch 
that  are  revealed  in  Scripture. 
It  ought  to  be  noted  that  Rick 
Warren  did  not  invent  these 
five  purposes;  he  simply  pop¬ 
ularized  them.  Rick  got  tnese 
five  purposes  from  me  Bible. 
...Rick's  heart  is  the  same 
place  that  our  hearts  are:  We 
want  to  do  what  God  has 
assigned  us  to  do  as  individu¬ 
als  and  as  a  church." 

•  First  Church  of 
Lakewood  in  Long  Beach, 
Calif.,  a  congregation  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  Baptist  General 
Conference.  The  church's 
worshfo  attendance  has  fallen 
from  700  to  550,  pastor  John 
Dickau  told  The  Journal,  since 
he  guided  the  church  into  a 
Purpose-Drive  mode  seven 
years  ago.  Part  of  the  prob¬ 
lem,  Diocau  said,  began  with 
attempting  to  change  the 
churen  too  quickly. 

•  Brookwood  Church  in 
Burlington,  N.C.,  a  Southern 
Baptist  congregation  where 
attendance  has  dropped  from 
600  to  275  since  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  Purpose-Driven 
approach  in  2001. 

Neither  Warren  nor  die  Wall 
Street  Journal  writer,  Suzanne 
Sataliiie,  responded  to  Baptist 
Press'  request  for  com¬ 

ment  by  BPs  deadline. 


Most  relief  workers  from  America  —  including  Soudiern  Baptists 
—  safely  depart  northern  Iraq  in  the  wake  of  Saddam  Hussein's 
sweep  into  the  area,  but  hundieds  of  their  local  Kurdish  employees 
could  face  execution  at  the  hands  of  Iraqi  secret  police. 


Smoke  alarms  and 
Baptist  Oiildien's  yUl 
flames  in  the  middle 
widi  teenaged  girls. 


ind  quick  action  by  a  houseparent  at  the  Mississippi 
Village  avert  tragedy  when  Quarles  Cottage  erupts 
ile  of  the  night  while  the  facility  is  filled  to  capad 


facility 


capacity 


Democrat  party,  iou  know  v^t  they  are."  Pew  in  recent 
yeara  have  shown  moat  voters  find  the  Republican  Party 
mudi  more  religion-friendly  than  die  Democratic  Party, 
including  a  study  released  August  26  by  die  Pew  Forum  on 
Religion  and  Public  Ufa  th;  t  snowed  Republicans  widi  a  47- 
26%  advantage  over  Demc  rats. 
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M.  Theron  Rankin  of  the  Soudiem  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  calls 
on  Mississippi  Baptists  to  support  the  p^-war  w^d  evangelism  efiort, 
noting  that  most  Chinese  ^ptists  eimusted  more  than  90%  of  dieir 
resources  during  the  war. 


The  BAPnsr  Rboord 


Seftember  14, 2006 


ferent  position  or  a  different 
approadt  to  an  issue  is  perfect¬ 
ly  acceptable,  but  meanness 
couchea  in  whatever  form 
seems  to  be  uncalled  for  and 
potentially  can  be  undtristian. 

Ttte  fourth  and  flnml  thing 
thmt  I  have  learned  i»  that 
eon.  peovle  do  not  recognize, 
appt^  date,  or  want  any 
humor.  Occasionally,  I  will 
write  something  from  what 
seems  to  me  to  m  a  humorous 
point  of  view.  Sometimes  I 
will  write  something  that  is 
tongue  in  chedt.  For  the  most 
part  people  read,  understand, 
and  experience  a  light 
&iere  is'a  worlcT of  fecfors  duit  moment,  and  maybe  even 
become  barriers.  Whoever  tfw  enjoy  it.  I  have  alM  learned 
brilliant  person  was  who  said  that  there  -are  some  readers 
dtat  ffw  United  States  and  Great  who  do  not  understand  or 
Biitian  are  two  great  countries  maybe  they  just  don't  want  to 
^«parated  by  a  common  Ian-  have  any  veins  of  humor  in 
guage,  said  a  mouffi  full,  just  their  life.  For  me  there  is  so 
simpte,  common  words  can  be  much  heavy  stuff,  so  much 
so  misinterpreted  and  misun-  pain  and  heartbreak,  and  so 
derstood  fftat  it  is  shocking.  much  grim  news  in  our  world 
I  recall  one  day  in  a  dass-  ffuit  I  look  for  and  long  to 
room  the  professor  walked  to  have  a  little  bit  of  the  medi- 
ffw  board  and  wrote  one  foui>  cine  spoken  of  in  Scripture 
letter  word  on  the  chalkboard,  and  share  it  with  others.  "A 
He  dwn  instructed  us  to  write  merry  heart  doeth  good  like  a 
down  its  meanings.  The  word  medicine..."  (Prov  17:22). 
was  "plug."  Quicldy  he  remind-  When  1  write  things  that  are 
ed  us  to  ffuidc  about  things  like  good  news  I  hope  that  you 
an  electrical  plug,  or  maybe  a  will  be  able  to  be  glad,  out 
stopper;  ffshmg  ^ug,  or  an  old,  when  1  look  at  the  humorous 
plug  mule.  Aner  we  came  up  side  of  things  and  it  makes 
wim  a  handful  of  usages,  he  you  mad,  I  am  truly  sorry, 
shared  widr  us  drat  die  dictio-  That  is  not  all  that  I  have 


What  1  Have  Learned  From 
Writing  This  Article 


Record.  I  sought  the  insight  and 
wisdom  of  others  before  begin- 
nine.  Some  advised  me  to  do  it.  1 
had  been  writing  an  article  for 
the  churrfr  mailout  for  years. 

Some  diou^t,  as  did  L  mat  it 
was  an  excdlmt  way  to  express  One 
ideas  and  connect  widi  the  peo-  have  ct 
pie.  Odiers  admoiuahed  me  iwt  articles  i 
to  do  it,  implyiiv  duit  anydring  I  them.  / 
say  can  and  willDe  used  against  up  to  m( 
me.  Both  positions  have  merit  "I  read 
Init  siiKe  I  was  called  to  this  week  a 
position  with  the  responsibility  want  to  . 
of  giving  some  direriion  I  felt  In  both  cases  i  simply  smiled 
dratit  was  important  good,  bad,  and  said,  "Thank  You," 
or  otherwise  mat  I  ^  to  express  because  I  have  experienced 
to  the  Mianssippi  Baptist  com-  both  sentiments  myself.  I  am 
munity  of  faith  some  of  the  grateful  for  the  opTOrtunity  to 
activities,  the  spiritual  founds-  try  to  connect  wim  our  large 
ticm,  and  at  times  my  spiritual  Baptist  family  here  in  the 
journey  in  trying  to  point  in  the  state.  The  Baptist  Record  has  a 
right  direction.  Soon  we  will  great  tradition  and  continues 
have  published  die  400th  to  be  an  important  publication 
Directions  article  in  The  Baptist  for  us  to  share  with  each  other 
Record.  I  suppose  time  and  eter-  and  seek  to  understand  each 
nity  will  reveal  dre  significance  other  as  we  serve  our  great 
or  value  to  anyone,  but  I  can  tell  Savior  together.  Every  week 
you  for  me  it  has  been  a  learning  90,000  copies  of  The  Baptist 
experieiKe.  In  today's  Directions  Record  go  out  and  though 
let  me  share  wim  you  some  every  person  in  our  churchM 
things  I  have  learned  in  writing  does  not  receive  a  paper,  folks 
diis  article.  in  every  county  in  ^  state 

Firet,  I  have  learned  that  a  have  opportunity  to  read  what 
lot  of  people  read  The  Baptist  is  going  on  in  Baptist  life. 
Record.  In  calls,  emails,  corre-  A  second  Btingl  have  learned 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director^treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Boird 


Oinst 


Rcqpetttvhe 

Honor  of 
i  Your 
V  Presence 
^  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Restond 
Rigkt  NowI 

Simply  share  the  /allowing  tn'oyer 
xvith  God  in  your  own  words: 

L  Lcrni,  I  admit  that  1  need  yoa 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  fomveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deadv  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  dre  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  belfeiM  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  dus 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  diem  he  gave  me  ri^t  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  tiwse  tvho 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance.  ^  . 


CarpanSar  Baa  Salaa,  tie  aw/wiiv  Sue  Prsnierfer 
LifeWay  Cimtei  Burnt,  not  onty  sells  buses...wa  kaq> 
up  with  safety  iaauas,  Isfislation,  regulations  and 


And  want  lo  recover  losses 

Wc  Can  Help! 


Hearina  is  Believin 


132% 


Fknt  Yor  Goarantee 
OIMhe  PInHKinI  Services 

dOiOrctetl  Park  Drive 
RidfelMd,  MS  39157 

1,800.8443254 

601^)573841 


Bibliocipher 

ByCkuktklm.  flu-JOM 


UQP,  IQF  YKNN  RIQXKFC 


INOUCNH  C  NCOO  HQT 


VICA  YCPV  DQV|  QH 


«  liSMSMW cotug AMina it 


iMnwHJutimsMOh 


IGPGUKU  VYCPVA-VYQ: 


«ndc»  be  oortacted  at  202  PiewAowwn  Road  MtaW  1(^36811 
Phone  (662)  862^845  or  231^5551 

2.  Ibmnolea  Cheicli,  Eepoea,  has  caJkd  Don  Pariah  as  pastor 
effective  Aug.  27.  Siown  are  Chanoa;  Cor«  Soaiya,  and 
Don  Pari^ 


1.  Tl«  *14*  Chib,  MUsaiaalpidCOllei^  raised  $l()i()00  at  the  5lh 
Annual  WUd  Game  Dinner  for  KlC  athletics  S»t  7.  Baseball 
coadi  Mike  Kanoo  was  die  featured  speaker,  wown  are  M- 
Qub  president  ^  Jenkins,  MC  adUetic  diiectok  Kfike  Jones, 
presiaent  Lee  G.  and  Bianco. 


a jn.,  followed  by  covered  dish  hmch  and 
7  pan.;  Henry  Koberfeon,  eptaher;  On 
Mark  Wicket  pastor. 


Welch  presses  on  toward  million  baptism  goal 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Bobby  Welch,  ji,  Ibmessee  was  a  cooperative  effort 

immediate  past  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  between  die  44  churches  in  WeakleT  association. 

Convention  (SBCX  is  continuing  a  fervent  pudi  saM  Director  of  Kfissions  Wqme  Perkins, 

toward  the  September  30  culmiiudon  of  the  As  September  30  —  the  end  of  the  dwreh  year 

"'Everyone  Can!'  Kingdom  ChaUenge"  for  and  the  end  of  the  Evreyoiw  Can  essphasis  — 

Southm  Baptists  to  rea<m  one  million  baptisms.  approaches,  Welch  said  it’s  still  too  eariy  to  evahi- 

Wblch  lecendy  proclaimed  the  Gospel  from  a  ale  progress  toward  the  one  million  bafrtisms  goal 

pontoon  boat  on  a  small  lake  in  west  Ibniiessee  as  numenrelfe  because  churches  aren’t  <hie  to  report 

nearly  400  people  gadiered  on  the  banks  for  an  dwae  nuiribers  yet 

areociationia  baptism  rally  hosted  by  Weakley  He  is  certain  the  convention  is  'doing  emr- 

County  Association  in  Dresden.  whehningfebeMer  than  we  would  have beenhad  we 

"I  think  die  thing  that  struck  me  about  it  was  not  made  das  effort  toward  reaching  inorepeapte.* 

how  wonderfully  &  Lord  is  using  the  emphasis  ‘Hhe  dang  I  ooratoue  to  emeriMioe.  PMch 

on  witnresing,  winning  and  baptizing  to  unify  said,  "iswhatwascharactetiaedby  thesaec^in 

and  piopri  so  many  associations  to  a  new  level  of  'fenneasee  and  odiere  Tve  attended,  which  is  ttiat 

Rathemandem|>hasis.'’said  Welch,  who  is  con-  aB  over  the  country  Tve  never  heard  aa  much  talc- 


l\i  \  i\  \i  s  vS.  I  ioMu  imi\^ 


Md  te 


ttKir  GA&  RAsl 


Hamilton. 

18.  WmI  Laurel  Chafclg 
LaweL  recently  licensed 
lose  Rodriguez  to  the 
ministry.  Shoum  are  Karli 
Rodriguez,  Elena 

Rodriguez,  Rodriguez, 
and  pastor  Jeff  Taylor. 


View  Chords 


Geenadi^  awarded  a  medal 
to  RA  Awtin  Carpenter  for 
memoriaing  75  memory 
verses.  Shown  are  RA  leader 
Hm  Lane  and  Carpeniei. 


ordained  Jenel  Pounds  and 
Dale  Hudson  as  deacons 
Aug.  20.  Shown  am  pastor 
denn  Nance,  Pounda^ 
Dianna  Pounds,  Hudson, 
and  Diane  Huds^ 


fcahuing  Ghaypound  and 
Freedom  Land  Quartet 

l^^n^a  fundniMM^^ 
church's  building  project 


14  IHe 


The  GAs  ol  Crowder 
duuch,  Croardei^  collected 
school  suppttes  to  send  to 
North  Anittican  misaionaiy 
Dawn  lAdlder  in  Kansas 
Qfe  Kfiaaouii  for  Chiislmas 
fat  August  Shown,  kneeling, 


12.  Several  diildren  and  par¬ 
ents  of  Cane  Cie^ 


attended  the  LifeWay 
Student  Life  for  kids  camp 
at  Ridgecrest,  N.C  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


ond  row,  hfioole  Golden  and 
Biitlany  Woods;  back  row; 
Ashley  BeR  Destiny  Petit, 
and  Angel  AgufaK 


1&  The  GAs  of  Providence 
Chaach,  Grsnad^  recently 

- s  *  ana — a  e.^  > - 

ioonvca  iMur  w^ontx  vcnxun 
charm  bracelets  and  dteir 
first  year  chnrms.  Shown  are 
Savannah  Kidtee;  Cafitetine 
PaimdL  Hurder  Austiit, 
Amaitda  Avery,  and  Julie 
PamteR  leader 


14  Bunker  MU  ChuRh, 
CoInmMa,  ordained  Jelf 
Duncan  ai^  Stacey  Bud^ 
as  deacons.  Shown  are 
Duncatt,  Carmen  Duncait, 
mnlor  Randy  Garditei; 
Carrie  Buckley,  artd  Buckley. 


15.  CM,  Providence  Charck,  Cienaiti 


installed  its  new  pastor, 
Ray  Kirk.  Shown  are  Marc 
Howard,  AMD,  Itawamba 
Association,  and  Kirk. 


I  - - - - — * 
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ISb  Bodrii|wx  UccMhi^  Vital  LmvcI  OmvcI^  ImmI 
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■tANDON  lAPTIST  CHUtCH  Hernando,  MS  38632,  Fhc  (662)  429- 
HKDS  PAID  CHUOCAtE  WOWS8S  60P6.  email  b>ilav.j)bc»vaiwox^ 
fof  Sunday  a.mTp.m.,  Wednesday  DIAMONDHfAD  tAFflST 

nights  and  special  events.  Also,  a  man  CHURCH  Is  seeking  a  full-time 
to  help  set  up  tables  on  an  as  needed  tastor  for  our  Christ  centered,  Bible 
basis.  Call  the  church  for  an  applica-  based.  Southern  Baptist  Church  on 

Hon  at  (601)  824-1761, _  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Resurrtes 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  should  be  sent  to:  Ptator  Search 
VICKSBURG,  MISS,,  is  accepting  Committee;  DiamorKihead  Baptist 
resumes  for  bivocalioruil  minister  of  Church;  63780  Diatitortdhead  Drive 
music.  Mail  to  search  conrenitlee.  2878  North;  OiairKXwihead,  MS  39S25- 

Old  Hwy  27,  VWoburg,  MS  39180  or  3932,  (228)  255-3348. _ 

email  to  chriacollins»rebweld.com.  MUCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BVRAH 
CAREY  CHAPEL  BATTIST  CHURCH  AIBS^  seekit«  paid  nursery  workers.  CaN 

is  seeking  a  bi-vocational  minister  of  (601)372-0132. _ 

music  aitd  bi-vocatiortal  minister ~bf  IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHliRCH  IN 
youth.  We  are  a  rural  church  locat-  HATTIBSBURC,  MISS^  Is  seeking  a  mirt- 
ed  in  a  growing  community.  Please  isier  of  students  to  adrrtinister  and  devel- 
direct  inquires  to  search  team  chair-  op  all  facets  of  minislry  for  students 
man,  170  Carey  Chapel  Road,  Red  betwerm  theagesof  2  artd  18.  For  mote 
Banks,  MS  38661,  (662)  851-7543  inforrttaHon,  please  contact  personnel 
or  email  inquiries  to  pop-  committee,  Immanuel  Baptist  Church, 

pingdeerel  •hotmail.com. _  510  Westerby  ReL,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

PARKWAY  BAPTIST,  HERNANDO,  39402.  Or  email  resumes  to  pastor- 

Miss.,  seeking  a  full-Htne  Minister  of  davidRimmanuel-baptistcom. _ 

Education  aitd  part-Hme  Minister  of  UNION  WEST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Musk.  We  necd'spiritually-ntature  artd  LAPAYETTE  COUNTY  is  seekirtg  a 
motivated  team  members.  Parkway  is  ministe  of  musk.  Please  send  resume 
growing  with  unlimited  potential.  If  to  Union  West  Baptist  Church,  794  CR 
the  Lord  leads  you,  contact  the  Oxford,  Miss.  38M5,  son:  Bro  (Wek 
1>ersonnei  Corrunitlae:  50  N.  Parkway,  Starrtas  or  call  (662)  234-1338. 


INTBRBSTED  IN  REVIVALt  Five  free  tional  stdlk  and  Ability  to  handle  muM-  RESUAtBS  POR  DIRECTOR  OP 
booMeti  in  <|uanlity  are  available  to  pie  iMks.  Mail  resume  to  FBC,  attn:  Ron  MISSIONS  through  September  22, 2006. 
leaders  of  minlslries.  Sunday  school,  CamecP.O. Bart  111S,|asup,CA 31596  All  resumes  should  be  mailed  to  120 
artd  hoTM  groups.  Visit  www.keytore-  or  emNi  larspriieiRhnllwiiilh  ntl  Or  Simpson  BapHst  Drive,  Menderthall,  MS 

>12)  568-01 77.  39114,  attn:  search  committee. _ 


vKral.orf  or  write:  Alliance  for  call  Ron  Gamer  at _ _ _ 

ChrisHan  Fellowship,  Int.,  P.O.  8ox  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  49  WEST  HEALTH  OR  AtEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

747,  Burnet  TX  78611. _  BOYCE  ST.  MANNING,  SC  IS  SEBC-  INSURANa  TOO  EXPENSIVE!  Call  E.F. 

PINAUV  APPQROAMJ  HEALTH  INC  A  FUU  TIME  MINISTER  OF  Hutton  Insurance  today  ...We  Can  Help! 

INSURANa  for  the  self  angtloyed.  Call  YOUTH/CHILDRB4.  Seminary  degree  Toii-free  (877)  232-0686. _ 

(800)  541-8196.  Ptoivided  by  Mega  required.  Send  resume  to  fbcman-  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
Insurinca,  wvrw.christurttef-irts.com.  ninaftc-i.net  or  mail  to  church.  interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  nnonihiy 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSlOE  VACATION  SIAINH)  GLASSWORKS,  INC.  serving  service  charge.  Ciall  (866)  587-8346  or 
CON008LWWW.CULPSHORESCON-  MS  6  AL  since  1992.  CaR  (800)  605-2970.  www.towemtyphonebill.conVhatoIdk. 


DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRKS  *  STSPIES.  SEBRBTSSRIMaHCiaOHCHRBTlAN  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO: 
BapHstry  murals,  heaters.  lighHng,  seat-  OWNHX  Alhotite  Improvements,  vinyl  sid-  STRKT  LEVO,  2  BR/2  BATH,  SLKPS  6. 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  taringl-  ing  wistdows,  metal  and  shing^  rook,  pHio  No  sntoking,  or  no  pets,  comfortable, 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  ooMSts;  screen  and  ^ass  rooms.  (601)  992-  family,  envirortment.  Please  call  after 

Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291.  2092,  Don  8  Rita  Sdbteg  owmets. _  4:30  p.m.  weekda^^  (662)  746-6702. 

POR  SAU  —  HAMMOND  124.XL  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  custom  GATUNBURC  GETAWAY.  2  BR/2  bath, 
ORGAN,  walnut  cabirtet,  more  ittfo  church  wittdows,  reworking  artd  repair,  foil  kitchen.  Walking  cKstaitce  to  park- 

(662)  837-9038. _ j _  Colutwbuadadaon,  (877)  477-1899.  way,  $65  nite.  Call  for  informaHon  at 

FRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  |ESUP,  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTRY,  free  esH-  (251)  666-2175  or  (251)  689-9982  or 

GBORCIA  is  seeking  a  (ulMimemittister  mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  pcRw#worldnet.JtLnet _ 

of  edUcatiorVkdministrator.  Seminary  Miss.,  phorte  (601)  776-6617. _  LOtNN  BAPTBT  CHURCH  invitet  you  to 

trained,  eqMriance  in  arfrninistkation.  THE  SIMPSON  BAPTBT  ASSOC-  our  Centeniial  Celebration  the  weekend  of 
bask  corrgiuler  knowfodge;  organia-  lATION  IS  CURRENTIY  ACCBTINC  October  1, 2006,  caN  (601)  739-3707. 


•  Budget  Toolbox 

•  Be  an  EjKx>urager 

•  Catch  the  Vision 


Monday,  September  25,  1 1  a-m 
Western  Sizzlin,  Batesville 


Northeast 


Monday,  S^itember  25,  6  p.m. 
l^e  Tlak  OTChata,  Louisvilhi 


Cruise  &  Tour 


Tuesday,  September  26,  1 1  sum 
Baptist  Building,  Jackson 

Tuesday,  September  26,  6  p.m. 
Mike  Anderson's  Seafood 
Hattiesburg 


Limited  Seating 
for  50  people! 

Cidl  todi^  to  make  reservadonsl 

Susan  Robinson:  601.292.3347 
or  1.800.748.1651,  ext.  347 


HOST 

Jerry  Mixon 

Stewardship  Department 
MBCB 


SPECIAL  GUEST 

David  Wagan 

NatxMul  St^ardakip 
Development  Aaeociatm 

THOM  ATTSNDING  WILL  RICIIVI 

A  free  lunch  or  dinner  &  George  Bama  s  book 
How  to  Incnaot  Giving  in  Your  Church 


yOURMMf  TOURS  1-800461-7126 


ractical  Principles 


(  hriNrian  l.i\ mi- 


'"Are  Wb  ThetB  YBt?‘ 


Every  jperson 
has  travefed  any  dis¬ 
tance  widt  young  ddl- 
dien  has  heard  them 
ask,  "Are  %ve  diere 
yet?*  When  ans%ver 
k  *No,*  the  next  Ques¬ 
tion  is,  *When  win  we 
get  there?*  Those  are  some  of  the  same 
Questions  we  find  oursdves  answerins^in 
me  Christian  Action  Commission,  ihe 
phone  rings  and  the  caller  inquires  as  to 
ow  number  of  pennies  o^lected,  and  dw 
first  question  is  *Are  we  tfwre  yet?*  Our 
tespcmse  is  *No,*  and  dw  following 
question  is  *How  many  do  we  lack?* 
THANK  YOU  for  calling  aikl  addng. 
We  are  not  there  yet  but  progress  Is 
being  made.  Every  week,  it  not  every 
day,  more  pennies  are  collected.  Many 
churches  atKl  individuals  are  working 
as  hard  as  ever  to  collect  permies  for 
which  we  are  mtefol.  It  is  ako  amazing 
dtat  every  wew  someone  calls  and  says, 
*What  is  this  permy  project?*  Or  diey 
say,  *This  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  it^ 
Recently  Dc.  Futral  wrote  an  artide  on 
*The  MeiiKMial  to  the  Missirrs.*  From  it 
a  pamphlet  was  designed  ana  mailed  to 


pastors  aiKl  church  leaders  thrbu^wut 
our  state  containing  information  about 
dre  Memorial  and  how  the  pennies 
would  be  used  ^^wn  dte  ^ass  case  is 
tennoved.  It  is  importartt  duit  every  pe^ 
son  be  ^ven  the  oppoihmity  to  partici¬ 
pate  ana  that  you  urulerstand  dw  signif- 
tcarrce  of  this  endeavor.  Allow  me  to 
review  some  of  the  points  in  his  article. 

l.AnwesHllcouectmgpetmies?>ie&, 
and  we  will  be  until  dte  goal  of  50  mil¬ 
lion  has  been  reached. 

2.1  do  not  have  pennies  so  can  I  give 
pennies  or  cash?  Yes,  you  may  mve  any 
type  and  size  of  gift  and  it  v^^be  con¬ 
verted  into  petuues  and  placed  in  dw 
Mennorial. 

3.  My  dtnrdi  has  not  participated  in 
gathering  oennies,  but  can  I  be  a  part 
tmywaif?  ^me  (hurches  have  not  par- 
tiapatra  for  various  reasons,  but  dtis 
does  not  exclude  you  fitxn  being  a  p^ 
of  this  ongoing  ministry.  You  can  partic¬ 
ipate  by  making  your  contributions  to 
MBCB  and  designate  them  to  The 
Memorial  to  die  Missing. 

4.  May  I  give  money  in  memory  or 
in  honor  of  someone?  Yes,  you  may, 
and  if  you  provide  an  address,  our 
office  will  be  glad  to  mail  a  letter  of 
acknowledgement. 


5.  How  wiU  tile  pennies  be  need?  Ihe 
pennies  will  be  put  in  ai  endowment  with 
me  V&sisstppi  Baptist  Foimdation  and 
each  year  the  prooWds  will  be  used  for 
pro-lire  needs  across  our  state.  No  salaries 
or  adminisfrative  costs  will  come  fiom 
these  pennies  as  every  cent  will  be  used  in 
ministries  that  supped  and  enhance  life. 

Many  of  you  may  have  permies 
widt  no  way  of  getting  them  to  the 
Memorial,  so  we  are  onering  to  pick 
them  up  for  you.  The  persoimel  in  die 
Baptist  Building  are  always  traveling 
throughout  the  state  and  will  be  happy 
to  pi»  up  your  pennies.  If  you  have 
depleted  your  peimy  resources  and 
still  want  to  contribute,  you  can  by 
mailing  your  contribution  to  the 
Christian  Action  Commission,  PO  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Is  THE  MEMORIAL  TO  THE  MISS¬ 
ING  making  a  difierenoe  in  anyone's  life? 
You  decide  as  you  read  the  fulowing  e- 
mail  we  received  from  scxneone  who 
heard  of  die  Memorial  and  came  to  see  it 
“A4y  husband  and  I  were  in  Jackson  fn 
Promise  Keepers  tins  weekerui.  A  frietui  toU 
me  about  your  project.  Saturday  memoon  toe 
visited  brought  tears  to  my  eye. 

We  have  two  granddwdm  lost  to  doortion 
wkde  our  doubters  were  in  college.  (Parents 


were  not  supposed  to  find  out  about  tin  abor¬ 
tions.  But  one  daughter  had  a  nightmare  /hir¬ 
ing  one  cf  our  visits  15  yeas  afierherabortam. 
It  pronarted  questions  uhich  bead  to  the  revela¬ 
tion.)  Also,  my  lowland's  sister  was  forced  by 
their  mom  to  nave  an  abortion  at  age  16. 

My  husband  had  three  pennies  in  his 
pocket  and  suggested  that  we  add  our 
mnnies  to  the  project  to  revresent  our 
vabies.  I  found  it  difficult  to  let  go  of  the 
mnnies  that  represented  my  daughters’ 
oabies.  /  began  to  cry  and  held  onto  the 
J^ny  with  one  finger  as  it  lay  on  the  slot. 
Then  finally  I  let  go  of  it. 

I've  cried  many  tears  over  those  babies 
but  never  allowed  myself  to  sob  like  I  did 
on  Saturday.  I  believe  it  was  a  needed  part 
of  the  healing  process.  Thanks  for  helping 
in  healing. " 

Tm  Memorial  to  die  Missing  has 
already  impacted  thousands  of  lives  — 
those  who  nave  collected  pennies,  those 
who  haire  visited  die  site  and  those  out 
diere  who  have  resisted  it  It  is  a  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  fact  diat  Mississippi 
Baptists  believe  life  is  precious  arid 
sh^d  be  protected.  A  glios  case  filled 
widi  pennies  symbolizing  die  50  million 
diildren  that  should  be  here  is  over- 
whefaiirt  Thank  you  for  helping  tril 
the  w«»d  j  that  Misassippi  Baptists  care. 


imrriKiEKJ 


O  events  ore  paqip 
iAbrkshops,  one-on-o^ 
missionaries  and  mor^ 
CKperiencethaiwII 
need  to.'answer  Gotfs  ^ 


now 


com 


COOC^'"^"^-^^;U..K«L€OCOnf€n€nC€ 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


for 

plication 


OniiAJnyny 


Mr.  Jimmy  KiUougK  owner  of  TombM)ee  Finance  Ca  in  1^)elo^ 
recently  presented  a  $2,500  check  to  Cfr.  Rory  Lee,  BCV  Exeditive 
Director,  to  support  the  needs  of  the  nearly  300  children  cared  for  anm»> 
ally  through  The  Baptist  Qtildren%  Village  ministry.  J 


Attenticm  All  Campbell's  Labels  Collectors 

^  .  ■  -■  =  ■■■  ■  ■ 

The  Campbell's  Company  ed  about  the  potential  this 

now  needs  die  UPC  Codes  year  because  the  red  label  con* 
from  me  ^up  labels — not  the  densed  soups  are  among  the 
front  label.  bonus  products  wor^  .  5 

^  points  each  this  year.  Since 

this  is  die  ihost  popu* 
_  lar  product  ^  our 
collectors,  we 
^  u.  ^anticipate 
k  making  seri- 
^  v  progress 


The  Baptist 

Children's  Village 
needs  1.5"^^mil- 
Uon  UPC 
Codes  from  j 
digible  prod-  M 


acquire  a 
mini  van.  We  HH 
have  already 
banked  ab^t 
133,000  so  we  wd- 
come  all  die  help  you 
can  give  to  ccdlect  diese  UPC  tistchildiensVinage.ooini^  nrll 
Codes.  We  are  especially  exdt-  us  at  601-922-2242. 


*  Forallstofthe 
^Eligible 
Products"  you 
can  email  Oir^BteUe, 


Smith  of  SlonewtII 


Mr.  Srnllh  toM  the  story  of  hearing  a  rritefonary  ipeak  in  IW  church  over  40 
yearsaoo.  Themisionaiy  gwe  everyone  a  penny  and  told  the  people  thrt 
k  they  would  gh«  their  pennies  to  millions  they  could  moke  a^Kienoe 
in  the  world.  Since  thert,  Mr.  Smith  has  collectod  his  pennies  and  given 
them  to  nsissionelforts  through  his  church.  He  chose  to  share  his  laiesool- 
iedion  with  the  children  of  me  Baptist  Chfldren%  IdHaae. 


Joshua  shows  us  themsehres.  They  needed  to  andthe^>parentseverity  of  the 
strength, and  weelmew  hunMy  ictum  lo  (fim  and  not  diadpline  on  Adtan's  huni^ 
in  his  response  to  the  rely  on  themselves.  Even  The  confrontation  of  the  sm 
Israelites'  defeat  at  AL  though  our  attention  is  focused  recorded  in  dieee  verses  reveab 
In  Joshua  7:6-7,  he  on  Adtan  and  his  family,  aO  die  to  each  of  us  the  important 
dwws  us  strangth  in  Isradites  had  need  to  return  to  need  to  completely  and  totalW 
his  decision  to  immedi-  God  «vhat  was  fhs  and  His  deal  with  sin.  Adian^ 
ately  turn  to  God.  alone.  Achan  h^  taken  taca-  unchedeed  sin  impacted  every- 
FoUowing  the  defeat  sures  from  Jericho  that  bdonged  one.  ^milaiiy,  one  area  of 
Joshua  humbled  him-  solely  to  God  but  die  people  had  undweked  sm  in  our  lives 
self  before  God  and  taken  the  leadership  position  impacts  every  area  of  our  lives. 
T  took  his  burden  directly  that  belonged  to  God  in  attadc-  Have  you  ever  been  die  Achan 
.  .  to  God.  Unfortunately,  he  ing  AL  Have  you  ever  deliber-  among  Gcxi's  peofde?  If  we're 

spies  told  Jomua  "Since  die  peo-  shows  us  weakness  in  his  atny  disobeyed  Gcxl  and  then  honed  about  it  we  all  have 
pie  of  Ai  are  so  few,  don't  wear  accusative  attitude  toward  God.  failra  in  serviiw  Hbn?  %ve're  been.  Have  you  followed  GexTs 
out  all  our  people  there"  (73X  At  Instead  of  taking  his  burden  to  honest  about  it  we  all  have.  Word  and  com|detdy  diminat- 
Aidiere  appears  to  be  no  relianoe  God  for  comfort  and  discem-  Have  you  ever  become  overoon-  ed  die  known  siro  in  your  life? 
on  Gcxl  the  Israelites  aixl  no  ment,  Joshua  takes  his  burden  fident  and  nedecled  to  seek  His  If  we're  honest  about  it  we  all 
dear  direchon  horn  Gcxl  on  what  and  in  a  sense  challenges  Gcxl.  counsel?  If  we  re  honest  abexit  it  probably  haven't  adecpiately 
they  aresuPTOsedtodalhisisa  He  even  laments  that  n  wcxild  we  aD  have.  dealt  with  our  known  sins, 

didinctly  cufiferent  from  their  have  been  better  to  remain  in  In  verses  16-21  aixl  24-26,  When  we  experience  qMritu- 
earlier  victories.  the  wilderness.  Have  ycxi  ever  Joshua  shows  u$  how  to  deal  al  hulures  aiM  when  we  are 

Prevkxisly  Joshua  had  led  the  taken  diis  approach?  If  we're  widi  sin.  Achan'  is  confronted  helping  odiers  in  the  midst  of 
people  to  build  a  mennorial  to  hcxiest  abcxit  it  we  all  have.  with  his  sin  and  die  pec^le  them  we  should  head  the 

commemorate  Gcxi's  work  in  In  verses  10-13,  Joshua  carry  out  Gcxi's  ccxnmand  from  example  from  Jodiua  7.  Fiis^ 

crossing  the  Jordan.  He  also  led  receives  instructkxi  from  Gcxl  verse  15  cxn  how  to  deal  widi  we  should  go  to  not  to 
the  pec>^  to  leave  a  burnt  qpot .  abcxit  what  has  happened  and  the  guilty  party.  If  we  aren't  accuse  but  for  guidance.  We 

were  lerkho  once  was  and  to  what  needs  to  be  done.  The  care&  we  can  miss  an  impor- 

"put  the  silver  and  gold  and  the  defeat  isn't  the  result  of  Gcxi's  tant  message  in  die  text  by 
articles  of  bronze  and  iron  into  inactkxi  on  briialf  of  His  people,  focusiiwtoomuchcxithehis- 
die  treasury  of  the  LcxncTs  house"  It's  the  result  of  Ffis  peopK's  tcmcal  &ts.  If  we're  not  carehil 
(6:24)  in  order  to  honor  Gcxl.  disobedience.  Joshua  caDs  the  all  we  will  see  in  the  text  is 
Now  he  had  to  lead  the  Israelites  people  to  "consecrate"  them-  Achan's  sin,  the  Israelites' 
to  deal  with  diis  defeat  sdv^  They  needed  to  examine  defeat  die  36  needless  deaths. 


Family  Bible  Study 

The  Agony  of  Defeat 

Joshua  7:6-7, 10-13, 16-21, 24-26 
Jthur  Story  At  Jericho  the  q>ies 


is  Mimster  of  Education, 
trdt,  Louispiue. 


of  When  toced  with  the  hardships  their  parents  who  had  refused 
as  of  today,  whether  we  are  weak  to  trust  Gcxl  and  died  in  the 
vs  or  abraid,  there  is  power  in  say-  desert.  Recalling  this,  he  had 
enccxiraged  those  in  ing  diat  Gcxl  is  hudiful  in  all  He  new  reserve  to  go  forward  as  he 
harms  way  with  a  has  said  and  then  to  believe  it  heard  God's  voke  saying  "Do 
time  of  remembering,  with  all  ycxir  heart!  Ephesians  not  be  afraid!"  Joshua  ejected 
bodi  of  Gcxi's  faidifiu-  says,  "When  ycxi  have  dcxie  all  the  temptation  to  Icxik  back.  In 
ness  in  the  past  and  ycxi  can,  stmid!"  (Ephesians  Joshua  1:10  uve  see  die  vrord 
man's  reteluon.  So,  &13)  Sta^  in  H»  Word  end  in  "So"  in  the  NIV  cxr  "Then"  in 
friend,  when  you  are  His  huthfulness.  the  CSB.  These  are  word  of 

called  to  walk  intent;  words  of  rededkation! 

through  the  fire:  I  love  the  bcxik  of  Joshua's  At  diat  mcxnent  he  knew  he 

aceexmt  of  Gcxi's  cdiilclren's  ccxakl  trust  God  no  matter  K^t 
aaember  die  many  long  awaited  entry  into  die  and  in  verse  16  we  see  the  peo- 
od  has  Ixrovght  you  Promised  Land.  (Rim  Joshua  pie  said  they  would  fouow 
dilBcult  dream-  1-4.)  h^Mes  hixl  died  and  Gcxl  vdiere  he  led  and  wcxild  clo 
I  have  stones  on  my  appointed  loshua  as  the  new  what  he  said  to  da 
tked  widi  mcxnents  at  leader  of  me  Hebrew  people.  Fiiendbw  we  are  all  Joshuas  to 
iridnginmylife.  When  As  Joshua  stocxl  widi  die  somecxne.  God  has  a  calling  on 
disaxtraged,  1  pick  up  Jordm  River  before  him  and  each  of  cxir  fives  and  diere  are 
ese  stones  and  remem-  thcxisands  of  people  bdiind  diose  who  are  watching,  pediaps 
1  was  faithful  then  and  him  awaiting  instnKtkxw;  he  tofinddifrChriBlweprosess.  We 
«  again.^  Petluips'ydu  was  terrified^  This  was  new  for  need  to  stand  firm  and^eiloour- 
to  (Mck  up  some  stones  him  but  rauiding  with  the  age  cxie  another  not  hide  in  the 


need  words 


Explore  the  Bible 

Remain  True 

Hebrews  3:1-15 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

wscoiti  IS  ptsaseg  to  puMun  ^  pmg.  imowyapn 


addiction  and  his  ufe  while 


in  his  moudi  (Fat0i  & 


BAPTISTS 


CLM  Conf. 
slated  for 
Sept.  29-30 

The  2006  Church 
Library  Ministry 

Conference  will  be  held 
September  29-30  at  Fiis 


donated  by  her  Mrents.  Steve  and  Karen  Having  a  student  o 
Sachs,  witti  a  fMaque  noting  they  were  pus  opens  the  door,  I 
given  in  her  memory.  (Before  the  family  more  colleges  and  uni 
moved  to  St.  Louis  to  be  closer  to  their  son  convention  churches 
in  June  2(X)3,  Karen  Sadis  served  as  church  England,  resources  are 
secretary.)  ex^ained.- 

"I  asked  about  the  sign  and  heard  the  '  "It  was  very  much  i 
story,"  said  Wilkes,  who  previously  pastored  things,"  Ramirez  said,  "j 
First  Church  in  Forest  Park.  Ga.  "1  know  she  ii^  to  Amherst,  what  do 
was  well  loved  in  the  church....  What  1  have  And  we  said, 'Nodiing.  h 
heard  and  seen  from  [members]  is  Jessica  "She  could  hav( 
loved  the  Lord  and  enjoyed  life."  '  involved  in  Campus  < 

Angie  Harrington,  longtime  minister  of  InterVarsity  Fellowsh 
musk  at  the  Boston-area  dnurch,  said  many  but  she  wanted  to  see 
new  people  have  joined  over  the  past  five  ministry  started  there 


